FOR THOSE who want to

see Britain ‘great’ again
 there was consolation last
week. Britain proved it
still had enough influence
to stop the European Court
of Human Rights saying
two plus two added up to
four.

The Court overthrew a
previous unanimous verdict
by the European Commiss-
ion for Human Rights that
Britain was guilty of torture
in Northern Ireland in 1971,
as charged by the Southern
Irish government.

The Court did not deny
any facts found by the Com-
mission. It confirmed that
deprivation of food and
water, deprivation of sleep,
pompardment  with higﬁ-
pitched ‘white noise”, hood-
ing, and making people
stand for long periods with
arms stretched to just touch
a wall, were all used. It
confirmed that these were
‘degrading and .nhuman
treatment’. It only refused
to aﬁply the word: torture.

The Court also refused to

order Britain to prosecute
those responsible for the ill-
treatment.

In truth ‘it does not be-
long to the European Court
or the British Government
to make the condemnations
and the punishments. The
ill-treatment was not the
responsibility of this or that
soldier or policeman. As
the Court recognised, it
was a systematic policy.

Like the torture, co-
ercion, bludgeoning, and
reigns of terror organised
against the Irish people
over hundreds of years, it

~was the resFonsibilitv of
|

the British ruling class.

Republicans and civil
rights workers have cited
repeatedly and in detail
cases of ‘inhuman and de-
graaing - techniques stil|
being used in Northern Ire-
land. The Court’s white-
wash will give an extra lic-
ence to continue.

The job of ending that
brutality belongs to the
irish people and the British
working class.

In the heyday of the Brit-
ish Empire it was truly said
that for every democrat in
London there were nine
slaves in the colonies. Brit-

ain’s relative - democracy
still rests on its ability to

plunder wealth from the

oppressed peoples of the
world.

Thus British workers
have been better-fed wage
slaves than workers in
India, in Africa, in the West
Indies — or in Ireland. For
that miserable bribe, the
British working class has
allowed itself to be rallied
in support of the British
bosses’ drive to plunder the
world. We have allowed
ourselves to be dragged
through two world wars and
to leave the private-profit
system standing in Britain.

And we have allowed
ourselves to go aioﬁg with
Britain’s crimes against the
Irish people, and especially
against the Irish working
class, a class which should
be our closest fraternal
aily.
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The crimes go on. And
they amount to more than
individual cases of torture.

The part of Ireland which
Britain has no longer been
able to keep from indep-
endence is a foreshorten-
ed, truncated fragment of
a nation — and, because of
that, dominated by the
green Tories and - clerical
reaction.

Inside the  artificial
Nerthern  Ireland  state,
created and maintained by
Britain, the Protestant
workers are brought to
believe that their interests
lie with clinging onto a still
more miserable version of
the British worker’s imper-
ial privileges. They are
divided from the Catholic
workers by a feeling that
they have a superiority over
them which must be pro-
tected.

Northern lreland has

been used as a miiitary

training-ground for the
British army, and as a start-
ing-point and pretext for
attacks on civil rights in
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At the massive

— though offic-
ially banned —
protest rally in
Newry after
Bloody Sunday,
coffin badges -
commemorated . .
the Derry dead. —

Britain.

And the Catholic minor-
ity in Northern Ireland is
bludgeoned, discriminated
against, and held down un-
der what they consider a
foreign power.

That Catholic minority,
with heroism and deter-
mination, and fighting ag-
ainst tremendous odds, has
taken the lead in striking
back. This Sunday, 29th,
we will be commemorating
Britain’s reaction to their
struggle — the shooting
dead of thirteen people on a
civil rights demonstration
in Derry in 1972.

We need not only to
commemorate, but to end
forever crimes. The
responsibility of the Brit-
ish working class in this
matter is to throw off our
role as the domestic serv-
ants of the international ex-
ploiters, to ally ourselves
openlir with the Nationalists
of Ireland in their struggle
to end Britain's grip on
their country, and te force
the British government to
get out of Ireland now!
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International

LIST 1: Publicans, innkeepers;
waiters, waitresses; hair-
dressers, manicurists; dom-
estic housekeepers; nurses;
school teachers.

LIST 2: Company secretaries;
police officers and men;
chemists, biologists; engin-
eers; managers; senior gov-
ernment officials.

The jobs in List 1 are 'Cath-
olic' occupations in Northern
Ireland: those in the second
list are ‘Protestant™ Between
39% and 73% of those in List
1 jobs are Catholics; for the
jobs in List 2, the percentage
of Catholics varies between
7% and 13%.

This is one of the tables In:
a report issued recently by the
official Fair Employment Ag-

ency. Based on 1971 census

figures, the report documents
the continuing sectarian bias
of the Six County state.

In 1971 Kathleen Boehring-
er carried out a survey for the
Belfast periodical ‘Fortnight’,
and got the following figures
for four of the largest firms in
Belfast:

Work- %

force = Catholics
Harland
& Wolff 9,000 5.56%
Mackies 8,500 1.41%
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Irocco
Ormeau
bakery 300 1.33%

The official figures confirm
this picture. Catholics in
Northern Ireland are two and
a half times as likely to be un-
employed as Protestants; and
if they do have a job, it is like-
ly to be less skilled and lower-
paid.

According to the 1971 figur-
es, the unemployment rate for
Catholics was 13.9% of the
economically active populat-
ion: 17.3% for men, 7.0%
for women. For Protestants,
the rate was 5.6% (6.6% for
men, 3.6% for women).

Many industries are almost
monopolised by Protestants.
In shipbuilding and marine
engineering, only 4.8% of the
workers were Catholics. In
other branches of engineer-
ing, in vehicles, in paper,
printing & publishing, in gas,
electricity, & water, and in
banks, insurance, etc., less
than 20% of those employ-
ed were Catholics.

Average pay in engineering
(in 1971) was £29.14 a week
(for adult male manual work-
ers). In the other Protest-
ant-dominated Industries pay
was as high or higher.

In contrast, average male
wages in the industry employ-
ing most Catholic men — con-

A LAW THAT SAYS:

The State

is always

right

WITH THE Introduction of a
Bill into the House of Lords on
17th January, the Labour Gov-
ernment closed ranks with the
other Governments of West-
ern Europe against ‘terror-

ism’. :

The Suppression of Terror-
ism Bill is to put into effect
Britain’s support for the Eur-
opean Convention against
Terrorism, launched by the
Council of Europe In January
last year. The Convention and
the Bill provide for easier
extradition of ‘terrorists’; that
is, If they flee from one coun-
try to another, it makes It
easier for them to be sent
back.

The way the Bill does this is
essentially as follows. The
existing law on extradition,
the Extradition Act of 1870,
says that ''A fugitive criminal
shall not be surrendered if the
offence in respect of which his
surrender I8 demanded is one
of a political character, or if
he proves to the satisfaction of
the police magistrate or the
court before whom he is
brought on habeas corpus, or
to the Secretary of State
[Home Secretary], that the re-
quisition for his surrender has
in fact been made with a view
to try or punish him for an
offence of a political charact-
er''. The new Bill says that no
‘terrorist’ offence can — und-
er any circumstances — be
regarded as ‘‘of a political
character’’,

The Bill also provides a de-
finition of terrorist offences:
major violence against pers-
ons, hi-jacking, or ‘possess-
jon of firearms with intent to
injure’. This wide definitian
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would include not only the §

‘Red Army Faction’ militants,
but also anti-fascist militants
engaged in serious battles
with fascists, workers facing
up to company-financed thugs
or scabs, and demonstrators
or pickets resisting police
attacks.

The principle of the Bill, of
course, is supposed to be the
protection of democracy ag-
ainst terrorism. In fact the Bill
denies — in several ways —
rights which are basic to the
sort of democracy represented
by countries like France, the
USA, and Britain.

In essence, the Bill says that
any violence against the State
in the countries signing the
Convention must be criminal,
not political. In other words,
violence Is not political even
when It Is political.

@O

If the right of resistance ag-
ainst tyranny Is recognised as
a basic principle — as It is
in all the classical Declarat-

jons of Human Rights — then

the Bill is trying to make it an
unbreakable assumption of
the British law that none of the
States signing the Convention
can be tyrannical. If citizens of
those States feel driven to take
up arms against the State — or
to defend themselves against
that State arms In hand —
then the State must be right
and the citizens wrong.

Yet the countries include
Turkey (where 15 people have
been shot down by fascist
gangs over recent Tionihs),
Greece (which remainsd in
the Council of Europe under

struction — were £24.71 a
week., The major industry for
Catholic women — clothing
and footwear — paid an aver-
age £13.28 a week, for women
workers. The other major sect-
ors employing more than 30%

Catholics were agriculture, §

forestry, & fishing, and
‘miscellaneous services'.

Catholics were 37 % of those
employed in the construction
industry. But only 18% of the
managers in that industry
were Catholics, while 55% of
the labourers were.

O

At first sight there seems to
be little sectarian bias in the
‘professional or managerial’
sactor generally. 12% of Cath-
olic employees fall into this
category, and 15% of Prot-
estants.

Closer analysis, however,
shows a different picture.The
majority of ‘professional or
managerial’~ Catholics were
schoolteachers, priests, oOr
nurses; among Protestants
there was a much higher pro-
portion of managers and
officials.

As the report points out,
““In part the fact that such a
Catholic middle class exists at
all may be attributed to the
high level of segregation in

Above: a South Moluccan terrorist
under arvest in Holland. Right:
Irmgard Méller.

the military regime from 1967
to 1969), and Spain, as well as
West Germany which is curr-
ently In the midst of an in-
tense anti-‘red’ witch-hunt.
And despite the fact that the
European Court of Human
Rights has found Britain eff-
actively gullty of torture In
Northern Ireland, the Conven-
tion commits all the other
countries signing it to extra-
dite Republicans and Soc-
jalists ‘guilty’ of armed re-
sistance to British Imper-
jalism.

There is a democratic saving
clause in the Bill. Extradition
can be denied if the prison-
er is liable to be persecuted
on account of his ‘‘race, relig-
jon, nationality, or political
opinions’’. Yet here the basic
democratic principle of ‘inno-
cent until proved guilty’' is
denied.

It is not up to the State de-
manding extradition to prove
that the prisoner will be fairly
treated. It Is up to the prison-

- er to prove that he will be un-

fairly treated — lugt g3 ynder
the 1870 Act it was up to him

to prove that ine offence he-

was charged with was pol-
itical.

-
-
iy
o,

PROTESTANT JOBS IN
OTESTAN

e

Unemployment hits Catholics 2'1 times as hard as Protestants

Northern Irish society;, this
segregation creates the cond-
itions which support the exist-
ence of a professional and
business class whose role is
specifically to satisfy _the
needs of thelr own religious
group’’.

These facts demolish the
arguments of those who say
that the answer is to call on
Protestant and Catholic work-
ers to unite within the frame-
work of the Northern Ireland
state, and to forget for now
about Partition and the role
of British imperialism. The
sectarian bias of the state
raises itself as an obstacle

To benetit from .he saving
clause, a prisoner would have
to prove to the satisfaction of
the court that undemocratic
persecution existed In the
country asking for him to be
gxtradited. A difficult task —
given that the other clauses of
the Bill effectively assume the
opposite, and given that the
Council of Europe is supposed
to be open only to democratic
states.

It __remains o be seen
how many of the supporisrs of
democratic soclialism among

the Parliamentary Labour
Party will oppose this Bill.
CLARE RUSSELL

even at the level of finding a

job.
This official report piously

deplores ‘inequality of opport-
unity'. But its' own figures
show that the arsa of state
employment itself (police,
‘public administration and
defence’, gas, water & electr-
icity) and of heavy state In-
volvement (for example, the
shipyards) are among the
worst for inequality. Sectar-
ianism, and the consequent
divisions in the working class,
cannot be destroyed without
destroying the Northern Ire-
land state.

CHRIS GRAY

STAMMHEIM

‘it wasn’t

suicide’
IRMGARD Moller, the sole sur-
vivor of the four ‘Red Army Fac-
tion' prisoners in Stammbheim
jail, declared last Monday (16th)
that she had not attempted to
kill herself. She was testifying at
a Baden-Wirttemberg parlia-
mentary investigation. _

According to the official
story, Moller seriously wounded
herself by attempting suicide
on 18th October, while her com-
rades Andreas Baader and Jan-
Carl Raspe shot themselves and
Gudrun Ensslin hung herself.
Repeating statements made as

soon as she was able (o see a
lawyer last October,-Méller in-

sisted that none of the four had

any Intention of suicide.

“We discussed suicide ex-
tensively after Ulrike Meinhof’s
death [in May 1976]. We came
to the conclusion that suicide
was not part of the Red Army

Faction tactics’’.

Being held In isolation, the
four prisoners had — declared
Moller — no news of the Moga-
dishu raid, nor any chance to
communicate with each other.
She herself had woken about
§am on October 18th, heard
noises and voices, and then lost
consciousness again. When she

recovered consciousness,

was lying on a stretcher,

wounded.

Moller also denied the latest
official story of how Baader and
Raspe got the guns to kill them-
selves. Federal prosecutor Reb-
man had asserted, on Wednes-
day 11th, that the guns were
brought in by two RAF de-
fence lawyers, Newerla and
Miiller, in their briefcases,
during legal hearings in the

prison grounds.

Moller pointed out that the
: thoroughly
- searched before and zfier the
hearings. Kebman’s story has
also been contradicted by three
policemen who testified that
they had thoroughly searched
the lawyers before they entered

prisoners _ werzs -

the courtroom.
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FREEDOM
FIGHTERS

GO ON
TRIAL

Last Monday, 16th, the trial |

of the Pretoria 12 was re-
convened.

The Pretoria 12 were first
brought to trial in March
1977 on charges under the
Terrorism Act, mainly that
they “‘wrongfully and un-
lawfully conspired to over-
throw the Government of
South Africa by violent
means or means which en-
visage violence and in furth-
erance of the said conspir-
acy the accused committed
certain acts’', such as being
members of the- African Nat-
ional Congress, the South
African Communist Party,
or the ANC’'s armed wing
Umkhonto We Sizwe. Some
are also accused of recruit-
ing or training people for
guerilla wartfare.

The 12 have on many
occasions been brought into
court in leg irons. They were
detained for one vyear be-
fore the trial started, they
have been detained for al-
most one year during the
trial, and it appears most
likely that the trial will con-
tinue for another year. The
12 will have been in -prison
for three years before they
are even senteuced.

‘During the trial the 12 and
their witnesses have been
subjected to horrific tortures.
It appears likely that they
will receive the maximum
penalty — death  — for this
is the most important polit-
ical trial in South Africa since
the Rivonia Trial in 1964,
when Nelson Mandela and
other leaders of the ANC
were sentenced to life im-
prisonment.

News is meanwhile await-
ed of the verdict in the trial
of Winnie Mandela, wife of
Nelson Mandela, who has

TR R
y 3

pleaded not guilty on five
charges of breaking a Gev-
ernment order exiling her
from her home in Soweto
township to Brandfort in the
Orange Free State and bann-
ing her from political "activ-
ity. - Winnie Mandela has
been detained on a number
of occasions in the past. If
found guilty she could face
sentences of up to three
years on each charge.

On Wednesday 18th, also,
the largest terrorism trial in
South African history open-
ed in a small country village,
Bethal. Armed police stood
guard outside the court.
The defendants face charges
of being members of the ban-
ned Pan-Africanist Congress
and having recruited people
to the PAC and trained them
for the overthrow of the
Government,

Win nie Mandela

Under questioning the
prosecutor admitted that a
‘substantial number' of the
165 State witnesses had been
in  solitary = confinement
under the Terrorism Act.
Most of the accused were in
detention for one year be-
fore their first formal appear-
ance as prisoners awaiting
trial last month.

Defence cited this as a
reason for postponing the
trial for 2%2 mpnths. Other
reasons cited were to do with
the extent of the State indict-
ment, which covers a four-
teen year period and extends
beyond South Africa’s
borders (to Libya). The
charges include revival of the
banned PAC. organisation
when the defendants were
imprisoned on Robben  Is-
land 15 years ago.

The 18 all face a maximum
death penalty if convicted,
and a minimum of five years
in jail.

NEIL COBBETT
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HOW TORTURE PROPS
UP APARTHEID

AMNESTY International, in
a report produced last week,
has accused the South Afric-
an government of condoning
torture of detainees by the
South African security police
on a routine basis.

The report says that polit-
ical prisoners are treated in a
‘vindictive and uncomprom-
ising manner'. They are de-
nied rights and privileges
allowed to other prisoners,
such as parole or remission
of scntence, and they are
not allowed to receive news.

- The report cites numerous
allegations of torture during
interrogation by security
police, attempting to gain
false confessions or  state-
ments Incriminating others
whom the authorities in-
tend to prosecute.

Beatings, electric shock,
sleep deprivation, being
made to stand for long per-
iods, wearing shoes con-
taining small stones, and
having to ‘sit' on thin
air for hours on end [the
‘invisible chair’] — these are
some of South Africa’s meth-
ods. Many former detain-
ees have also said that they
were subjected to murder
threats, threats against their

by

Left: Nomokhayo Ethel Mafuna, held under the Terrorism Act forover a year. Right: Siva Lingam

families, non-stop interrcg-
ations, and the psycholog
ical torture of long spells in
solitary confinement.

Mrs Oshadi Jane Phakathi
tells how she was blindfolded
and then assaulted, while el-
ectric shocks were applied
to her -waist and breasts. “‘I
was also put in an electric
frozen bag and suspended in
the air by means of a heavy
iron until I was suffocating.
The policemen then remark-
ed that I could go on strugg-
ling. Nobody would heed me,
because they were going to
expose that 1 co-operated
with them’’.

REPORT

The report says: ‘‘Both the

* security police and the De-

partment of Justice failed to
provide adequate explanat-
ions of how certain detain-
ees’ bodies bore marks and
abrasions. Nor have they ex-
plained satisfactorily what 1t
is about incommunicado de-
tention that apparently caus-
es so many detainees to com-
mit suicide’’.

The  report details the
rising death toll which in-

= ¥

cludes 47 deaths in detent-

ion over the recent period,

Mapetla Mohapi, a lead-
ing member of the Black
Consciousness movement,
died in detention, according
to the police ‘‘by hanging
himself by his trousers’’. At
the inquest, one witness, a
former detainee, described
how security police had tied
a wet towel round her head

+ during interrogation, caus-

ing partial asphyxiation, and
said: ‘““Now you see how
Mapetla died”’.

After the Soweto uprising
detainees died with ‘‘unpre-
cedented frequency’’. At
least 20 are known to have
died in security police
custody recently.

The report describes the
legal structure created by
the South African govern-
ment ‘‘to consolidate white
political * power and social
and economic privileges
and to prevent the formation
of effective black political
opposition”’.

The report, ‘Political Im-
prisonment in South Africa’,
is available, price £1, from
Amnesty Internmational, 10
Southampton St, London
WwWC2.

Moodley, charged under the same Act but released after 5 months. Photo: Newsline.

TW(O DEMONSTRATIONS have
been called tocommemorate Bloody
Sunday this weekend, on 29th
January. Workers' Actior is sup-
porting the demonstration called by
the Bloody Sunday Commemorat-
ion Committee, also supported by
the Socialist Workers' Party and the
International Marxist Group, which
leaves from Shepherds Bush Green
at 1.30pm. The other, called by the
London branch of Provisional Sinn
Fein, leaves from Hyde Park at the
same time.

We think it unfortunate that there
are two demonstrations on Bloody
Sunday. A larger, united demonstr-
ation would have a greater impact.
The dispute did not arise out of
matters of principle. Sinn Fermn init-
ially participated in the Bloody
Sunday Commemoration Demonstr-
ation Committee, and left to organ-
ise a separate demonstration over
minor tactical differences.

A few people argue that revolut-
ionaries must support the Sinn Fein
demonstration because it is called
by a section of an Irish organis-
ation fighting imperialism. This is

_incorrect, and fundamentally moral-

1stic, Solidarity does not mean lining
up with every political or tactical
choice of the Republican organisat-
ions in Ireland, or, sull less, in Brit-
ain, More emphatically so, when the
question is at the level of tactics in
organising a particular demonstr-

WHY THERE ARE TWO MARCHES
FOR BLOODY SUNDAY

ation.

The fact that mest of the British
left has a bad record on Ireland does
not alter this. Nor does the fact that
the IMG have replied badly to Sinn
Fein on this issue,

In a lewter to Socialist Challenge,
Sinn Fein say '‘It has become clear
since the inception of TOM [the
Troops Out Movement] that a troops
out position is meaningless without
taking a position of solidarity with
the forces actually fighting the Brit-
ish state in Northern Ireland”’.

The problem is that this pofstical
point was not the issue on which
Sinn Fein split from the Bloody
Sunday Committee, nor can solidar-
ity mean that British labour move-
ment organisations forfeit our in-
dependent political and tactical
judgment.

But the IMG, in reply, counter-
pose, against a solidarity® posit-
ion, “‘involving as many people as
possible in an active opposition to
the British presence in Ireland” on
the basis of Troops Qut Now and
Self-Determination for the Irish
people.

They state: '“The key issue for
socialists in this country is the
oppressien by ‘their’ government of
the Irish people, and the means of
that eppression — the British
troops’’'. (Note how by sleight of
hand British oppressien in Ireland is
reduced to the question of troops).

Certainly only pedants would pre-
fer a tiny demonstration on owur
slogans to a larger demonstration on
the limited basis of ‘troops out now’
in which we participate with our
slogans. But if the troops out de-
monstration will be bigger than a
solidarity demeonstration could be, it
is mainly because the IMG (and
SWP) do not include solidarity in
their own slogans and ftheir oun
propaganda, except very occasion-
ally. (The IMG starts its reply to
Sinn Fein by saying a solidarity
position is desirable, but immediate-
ly goes on to say that it is not very
relevant).

Yet how can we explain the
‘troops out’ slogan without explain-
ing the meaning of the struggle in
Ireland — that is, without"explain-
ing our solidarity pesition? Only by
basing ourselves on chauvinism (‘let
the Irish kill each other') or pure
pacifism,

Workers' Actiow stands by its
position of solidarity with those
fighting British imperialism. We
retain our own independent judg-
meént on the best forms of solid-
arity action. Effective solidarity
action in Britain requires the maxi-
mum united mobilisation of the Brit-
ish left, not the striking of rhetor-
ical attitudes, and for that reason we

support the ‘Bloody Sunday Com- v

mittee demonstration.

Page 3




—

~constituted an

Zionism was always about land. Although minor currents

‘within Zionism did develop which rejected the idea of setting

up an exclusively Jewish state, Zionism was always insepar-
able from the project of colonising part or all of Palestine.
Arthur Rupin, who has often been called the architect of

- Zionist colonisation, used to belong to that minority. But as

he delicately put it himself, ‘**t became clear how difficult it

is to realise Zionism and st

wing it continually into line

with the demands of general ethics’’.

Later he spelt out what he meant. ‘’On every site where we
purchase land and where we settle people, the present cult-
ivators will inevitably be dispossessed... The Arabs do not

4 1. 38ree to our venture  If we want to, continue ur, work in
. ... . Israel against their desires, there is.no alternatiye but that
lives should be lost. It is our destiny to be in a state of contin-

ual warfare with the Arabs. This situation may well be un-
desirable, but such is the reality’”.
Today those millions who had invested their hopes for

Early
YEREE

THE ZIONISTS' drive was to
find ‘a land without a people
for a people without a land’.
Yet there  were people —
Arabs — in the British mand-
ate territory of Palestine, their
chosen land. So, under British
profection, they set about
clearing the Arabs off the land

Dr Arthur Rupin of the Jew-
ish Agency declared in 1930:

‘‘Land Is the most necess-
ary thing for our establishing
roots in Palestine. Since there
are hardly any more arable un-
settled lands in Palestine, we
are bound In each case of pur-
chase of land and its settle-
ment to remove the peasants
who cultivated the land thus
far, both owners of the land
and tenants’’.

For example: the Jezreel
Valley was the first large-scale
Zionist purchase of lands. It
was bought in 1925 from the
Sursuk family. It is an area of
approximately 100,000 acres
of which 93,000 were fertile
and arable. One of the most
fertile areas in Palestine, It
important
wheat granary of the country.

1270 Palestinian-Arab fam-
ilies lived in the Jezreel Valley
divided among 13 villages.
They were serfs and tenants.

To avoid public scandal over

the liquidation of 13 villages,
the Zionist movement paid
each family about $50 by way
of ‘compensation’.

In many cases, however, it
paid nothing and for example,
after the purchase of the Hefer
Valley, about 2000 Arab
peasants were dispossessed.

The dispossession generat-
ed bloody conflicts between
the serfs and the tenants and
the Jewish settlers. British
police intervention followed.
This intervention ultimately
facilitated dispossession of the
Arabs rather than preventing

1948

In 1948 this gradual process
of dispossession of the Palest-
inian Arabs became very
sudden.

On November 29, 1947, the

ISRAEL Is a raclist state.
The Law of Return states that
““Every Jew has the right to
emigrate to-the couniry’’; and
on tnis baslie there is a cease-
less drive to bring more Jews
to Israel, to settle more lands
— and to drive off mors
Arabs.

As tormer Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres has
written: ““The use of Regulat-
lon 125... Is a direct continu-
ation of the struggle for Jew-
ish setilement and Jewish
Immigration’’.

Regulation 125 permits the
military to declare any area
‘closed’, and thus to bar Arabs

+adi - :
\
P, s ol ; "
s G A
L ] - il
-

-

i

1S BOPNIN JERUSAL;

UN General Assembly aciclpt-

. ed its resolution for the part-

ition of Palestine. When the
British Mandate ended the
next May, the Zionists declar-
ed the establishment of the
State of lIsrael, and the Arab
states invaded Palestine
to forcibly annul the partition.

Out of over 700,000 Palest-
inian Arabs, there were only
,170,000 to 180,000 left within
the enlarged borders of Israel
after 1948.

Erskine Childers sets out
the facts behind the Zionist
version of these events:

‘‘Examining every officlal
Israell statement about the
Arab exodus | was struck by
the fact that no primary evid-
ence of evacuation orders was
ever produced... There had
“Hllegedly been Arab radio
broadcasts ordering evacuat-
ion... | next declded to test the
undocumented charge...
which could be done thorough-
ly because the BBC monltor-
ed all Middle Eastern broad-
casts through 1948.

““The records, and compan-
ion ones by US monitoring
unit can be seen at the Brit-
ish Museum. There was not a
single order, or appeal, or
suggestion abgut evacuation
from Palestine from any Arab
radlo station Inside or outside
Palestine in 1848. There is re-
peated monitored record of
Arab appeals, even flat ord-
ers, to the civillans of Pal-
estine to stay put’’.

It was armed terror that
drove out the Arabs.

At the beginning of April
1948, the Haganah, the ‘off-
icial' armed forces of the
Zionist movement, went over
to the offensive. Thirteen
military campaigns were wag-
ed in this offensive, eight of
them outside the area assign-
ed to the Jewish state.

On April 1 Haganah forces
started down the Tel Aviv-
Jerusalem road. Along the
way they attacked Arab vill-
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peace in the talks between Egypt and Israc: we learning that
reality. They are learning that Israel is inseparable from
Zionism, the political creed.that brought the state into being.
And they are learning that Zionism is inseparable from milit-
ary conquest, annexation, settlement and the dispossession

of the Palestinian people.
Israel’s Law of Return welcomes (and the Zionist state

control.

urges) any Jew from anywhere in the world to ‘Return” to .
automatic citizenship and settle the land.

That is why the Sadat-Begin talks broke down. The Israeli
government would not recognise what are referred to as
‘the legitimate rights of the Palestinians’ andwould not even
- orv-withdraw completely;from the Siﬂ%p@ﬂsulag as

Begin, in a,statement to the Israeli Cabi
ition clear on the question of Israeli settlements in Sinai —
and in other areas occupied by Israel since 1967. The settle-
ments were there to stay. ‘’We-do not destroy Jewish settle-

ments; we defend them’’

.
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ages, driving the population
out and dynamiting their
houses to ensure that they
would not return., Within one
week, between 10,000 and
15,000 Arabs had become re-
fugees.

On April 9th, the lrgun,
another Zionist armed force,
attacked the village of Deir

from entering their fields to
cultivate them. The fields are
then declared fallow and hand-
ed over for Jewish settiement.

Israel Shahak, chairman of
the lsrael League for Human
and Civil Rights, writes:
““The 'Salvation of the Land’
. Is Instlilsd Into the brains
of all Jewish schoolchiidren
in Israel from kindergarten
onwards.

““What |2 this? The meaning
of the term, according to the
teaching of the Israell Ministry
of Education, is that any land
which has been 'saved’ was
transferred to Jewish owner-
ship...

Yassin. International Red
Cross delegate Jacques de

Reynier reported:

““There had been 400
people in this village; aboul
fifty of them had escaped,

and were still alive.

‘“All the rest had been de-
liberately massacred in cold

committed on April

blood for, as | observed for flight.

myself, this gang [the Irgun]
was admirably disciplined and
only acted under orders...”

For Menachem Begin, then
leader of the Irgun, now |sraeli

Prime Minister:

‘““The legend of Deir Yassin
helped us In particular in the
saving of Tiberias and the con-
quest of Haifa... All the Jew-
ish forces proceeded to ad-
vance through Haifa like a
knife through butter. The Ar-
abs began fleeing In panic,

shouting ' Deir Yassin!'"’
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‘‘I want to emphasis that
this Is a form of racism which
has no limit as far as the Zion-
ists are concerned because it
is almed at the 'salvation’ of
all the lands in the Land of Is-
rael and therefore at the ex-
pulsion of all the non-Jews
from the land which Is 'saved’
in this way'’. |

(Since Zionism takes its
ideological justification from
the Old Testament, Israel for
these people could ‘legally’
stretch as far east as the Pers-
ian gulf, as far north as Syria
an Lebanon).

‘In this respect Zionism Is
worse than the apartheid re-

A similar massacre was

than 250,000 Palestinian Ar- sentee landlords’ - and ex-
abs had become refugees: propriated. _
The flight of the Palestin- As the left-Zionist Don

g A
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gime in South Africa.

‘““This has 'divided’ the
country and . forbidden the
whites to buy land in a 'black’
area [the Bantustans] and the
blacks to buy land In a 'white '
area. Zionism wants fo 'save’
as much land as it can without
any limil, in all areas of the
‘Land of lsrael’, and It turns
the land it ’'saves’ Into a
single large apartheid area in
which human beings who were
born of non-Jewish mothers
have no right to live. | see no
difference whether the apart-

held area was created by con-

fiscation or by purchase’’.
Shahak quotes from the Is-

In Galilee, a heavily Arab
area, the Haganah dropped
leaflets signed by the district  inians left their homes be-
commander warning that ‘‘all tween April and December
people who do not want this 1948.
war must leave together with
their women and children In
order to be safe. This is going
to be a cruel war with no
mercy or compassion’’.

ence of the State of Israel was
proclaimed. By that time more
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29 n ians increased twofold in July
Katamon, a section of Jeru- to November. An estimated
salem. Meanwhile the Hagan-
ah command was using all
possible propaganda means of their homes as the Israeli
terrorising the Arabs

400,000 to 500,000

into ~army bulldozered

through Galilee and parts of
the West Bank of the Jordan.
More than 700,000 Palest-

-
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in other words, even if t
the pre-1967 lines, the sett
itory, there would be a mil
ment between them anc

At the same time the C
ments on the West Bank &

In the war of 1967 lsrae
single success. It took par
the West Bank from Jorc

45 aza strip from Egypt.
1 vd TRishilge expansion
757 establishrfent of various
time expropriations withi
going on, most notably in t
The official Israeli atti

ian Arabs were driven from

The peasants who had fled
their villages to avoid the war
fou.ad that they could never go
home. Their fields had become-
the property of the Land of
On May 14 the independ- Israel, their houses were
occupied by foreign settlers,:
they had been declared ‘ab-

Palestin-

its way

o 1 . 3 z ) j
o

raeli newspaper ‘Maariv':

“The Ministry of Agriculture
and the Settlement Depart-
ment of the Jewish Agency
have recently launched a ve-
hement campaign to eradicate
the epidemic of leasing of
lands and orchards to Bedouin
and Arab farmers in Western
Galllee.

““The Diractor of the Galllee
area for the Jewish Agency,
Mr Aharon Nahmanl, said that
his office had circulated all
settlements with a warning
that the leasing of national
lands for cultivation by Arab
sharecroppers, as well as the
renting of orchards for har-
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vere were a general withdrawal to

ements would remain Israeli terr-

tary presence on them, and move-
israel would be under Israeli

ibinet agreed to form new settle-
«d enlarge those in the Sinai.

‘s land grab achieved its biggest
of the Golan heights from Syria,
an, the Sinai peninsula and the

nas Soon conjs:plid:az_'té&}"iw the
ypes of settlement. At the same
+ the old boundaries were still

e Galilee area.
de was well expressed by Colda
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Meir’s top advisor, Israel Galili, when he attacked those pro-
testing at the expulsion of 6,000 Palestinians from the Gaza
strip in spring 1972. “‘Our right in Gaza is exactly like our
right to Tel-Aviv. We are colonising Gaza exactly in the same
manrter as.we colonised ] affa: Those who doubt our right in
Gaza should doubt our right to Tel-Aviv as well”’. And
naturally Galili thinks that only a madman could doubt
Israel’s right to Tel-Aviv.

Begin himself comes from that trend in Zionism that has
always declared its aim as being to establish a Jewish nation
from the Nile to the Euphrates. He insists: ‘“We have a
perfect unqualified right to settle in any part of the land”’,
and “‘our right to sovereignty in these areas ['Judea and

But his Zionism is not so remote from the Zionism of Golda
Meir, of Rabin, and of the state itself, with the built-in ex-
pansioriism of the | aw of Return, whose inevitable result is
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‘“to be in a state of continuous warfare with the Arabs’’.

Despite the plain facts, Israel’s annexations, expropriat-
ions, and assaults have in recent years been explained as
‘‘necessary to Israel’s defence’’. The quest, it was said, had
once been for ‘“a land without people for a people without a
land’’: now that the state had been established, the quest
was for ‘‘safe borders so that Israel could live in peace’’.

The breakdown of the recent talks, however, has nothing
to do with a failure to find ‘‘safe borders’’ — even if that
were a legitimate objective. It shows clearly that Israel is
not prepared to act in any way other than as a land-grabber,
whose appetite for plunder is only whetted by success.

Israel does not want ‘peace’ — unless what is meant by

‘Samaria”, i.e. the'West Bank] of the land'of 1srael is 6bvious. ' " that is'Fecognition of ‘jts conquests, 'of the expulsion of the

7 </t is our land. Ttbelongs to the Jewishpeople”; ~*

' palestinians -and of its racist and colonialist'regime. In other
words, ‘peace’ is identical with the ‘pacification’ alfoppress-
ors seek. It has nothing to do with desire for peace:“and flfws
froin a political strategy based on the ‘fait accompﬁ’.""f"f' |
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TIONISM
VERSUS
THE JEWS

ZIONISM is not even a sol-
ution for the Jews. It was not
even the solution in the
period of the Nazi persec-
ution of Jews.

In the USA the Zionists
actually opposed an open
door for Jewish refugees.
Their thinking was that ex-
pressed in a letter by David
Ben Gurion in 1938.

‘‘Britain is trying to separ-
ate the issue of the refugees
from that of Palestine. It is
assisted by anti-Zionist
Jews.

“The dimensions of the

NCE
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Peretz describes: ‘‘Even be-
fore the status of the abandon-
ed Arab areas was determin-
ed, the Jewish Agency was
directing the flow of immigr-
ants toward the vacant Arab
seitiements. The military also
participated In this unauthor-
ised mass-requisitioning. In
one instance, a group of army
officers supported by {anks
selzed-large areas of absentee
[Arab] property in Jaffa...
““‘When the first Custodian
of Abandoned Property was
appointed, in July 1948, all
of Jaffa had been occupied...
““‘In one of his early re-
ports the Custodian claimed
that nearly all absentee hous-
@8 had been occupied and that
their selzure by the Jewish
Agency for the use of new Im-

nd markesting by Ar-
avenes the law and
1s of the seitlement
s and the seitlement

is... -
Ainister of Agriculti-

zan... sald that ‘the
n of Jewish agri-
y Arab workers Is a
pur body’.

Ainister actually re-
iman beings as a
| there a worse form
than this? Can you
a French minister
0 French textlle
France to ‘a cancer’
ing with them in @
'Y?"

Arabs were driven
as refugees from
hundreds of vill-

ages. One of these

villages, Beit
Nuba, was de-
scribed like this
by an Israeli sold-
ier on the scene.
““‘Beit Nuba is
built of fine
guarry stones.
Some of the hous-
es are magnific-
ent. Every house
is surrounded by
an orchard, olive
trees, apricots,
vines, and press-
es. They are well
kept. Among the
trees there are
carefully tended
vegetable beds...
At noon the first
bulldozer arrived
and pulled down
the _ﬁrsr house at
the edge of the vii-

. lage. Within 10

minutes the house
was turned into
rubble, including
its entire contents;
the olive tree, cyp-
resses were all up-
rooted... ”’

migrants would be recognis-
ed. Nearly all movables In
these houses, which had not
been looted or destroyed, were
sold to the army before the
Custodian arrived’’.

Peretz also shows how Im-
portant the ‘absentee’ or
‘abandoned’ property was to
the Zionists.

“0t the 370 new Jewish
settlements established
between 1948 and the beginn-
ing of 1953, 350 wers on ab-
sentee property. In 1954 mors
than one-third of Israel’s
Jewish population lived on
absentee property and nearly
a third of the new immigrants
[250,000 people] settied In
urban areas abandoned by
Arabs...

‘‘Most of the Arab groves
were taken over by the Cus-
todian of Absentae Property...

‘“In 1951-52, former Arab
groves produced one and a
quarter million boxes of fruit,
of which 400,000 were export-
ed. Arab fruit seni abroad
provided nearly 10% of the
country’s foreign currency
earnings from exports in 1851.
in 1949 the olive produce from
abandoned Arab groves was
israel’'s third largest export
ranking after citrus and dia-
monds...

“I/A UN body] estimated
that the amount of I[srael’s
cultivable abandoned Arab
land was nearly two and a
half times the total area of
Jewish-owned property at the
end of the Mandate...

““In 1851 abandoned cultiv-
able land Iincluded nearly 85%

- of all israel’s olive groves..."’

The drive against the Arabs

continued. In 1954 bullding by .

Arabs was totally forbidden.
In 1958, a law was enacted
which required the authent-
icity of land ownership to be
proved with official documents
going back at least 15 years:
otherwise the land would be
confiscated by the State. '
This law was aimed at vill-
age common lands, which

were not entered in the off-
icial registers.

As a result of the expropr-
iations which followed, the av-
erage cultivated area in the

~ Arab villages in Israel dropped

from 2 acres per persoh in
1948 to half an acre in 1965.
Over 180,000 acres (most of it
under cultivation) was pur-
loined one way or another
between 1948 and 1967.

In 1987, the Arabs formed
11% of the population of Is-
rael: yet they constituted
only 1% of the students, 2% of
the state employees, and got
only 2.5% of the housing cred-
its.

19674

When lIsrael cccupied furth-
er territoriles after the 1967
war, the pattern of 1948 was
repeated exactly, this time
using more modern methods.

? The massacre of Deir Yassin
was repeated on a vastly bigg-
er scale — with napalm.

On only the second day of
the war the refugee ¢camps of
Jerlcho (housing some 60,000
victims of earlier aggression)
were bombed with napalm.

In Jordan, according to in-
formed estimates, between
14,000 and 18,000 were Kkill-
ed, of whom maybe half werse
civilians. The main cause of
death was napalm bombing.
Eye-witness reports from Leb-
anese doctors spoke of con-
tinuous bombing of roads

where civillans were flesing.

from the West Bank. Ambul-
ances and medical units were
destroyed.

Some 200,000 refugees
were driven out. |srael claim-
ed It would let them back in.
But 170,000 wanted to return
— and only 14,000 managed to
cross back into Israel, less
than the number that left
during the same period.

Refugees attempting to re-
turn faced a series of obstacl-
e@s. First, they had to prove
they left the West Bank be-
tween 5th June and 4th July.

Their form had to be exam-
ined by the IsraeliMinister ot
the Interior. If permission
were granted, each refugee
had to await notification of the
exact time and place of his

crossing. The Jordan author-
ities had to searchthe tempor-
ary camps to find the applic-
ants again.

The forms were processed
by Individuals, not by familles
— 80 many who got permits
stayed behind because oth-
ers In the famlily didn’t.

All youths of 18 to 24 years
were barred, and an arbitrary
time limit was set.

e Settlements
gince 1967
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immediate, territorial sol-
ution; if Palestine will not
absorb them another terri-
tory will.

'“Zionism is endangered.

i“All other territorial sol-
utions, certain to fail, will
demand enormous sums of
money. If Jews will have to
choose between the refug-
ees, saving Jews from the
concentration camps, and
assisting a national museum
in Palestine, mercy will have
the upper hand and the
whole energy of the people
will be channelled into sav-
ing Jews from various coun-
tries. Zionism will be struck
off the agenda neot only in
world public opinion, in
Britain and the United Stat-
es, but elsewhere ih Jewish
public opinion.

“i1f we allow a separat-
ion between the refugee
problem and the Palestine
problem, we are risking the
existence of Zionism’’.

Since 1948 Zionism has
merely trapped the Jews in
permanent armed confront-
ation with the Arabs. It has
nourished, rather than coun-
tered, anti-semitism.

The Palestinians do not
deny the rights of the Is-
raeli Jews. They propose,
not the driving out of the
jews, but a secular, demo-
cratic state in which Jews
and Arabs can live together.

That is also = despite the
fact they think otherwise —
the only way out for the ls-
raeli Jews. And a lasting sol-
ution to the problems of the
Middle East lies in the hands
of the Jewish and Arab work-
ers: a socialist federation,
breaking with imperialism,
overthrowing both Zionism
and the bourgeois Arab
regimes, placing the re-
sources of the area in’ the
hands of the working people,
and assuring equal rights
for all.




WE KNOW about World War

|. Even many bourgeois hist-
orlans now see It as an imper-
ialist war, a robbers’ war on
all sides. As soclalists we have
learnt about the treachery of
the Second international capit-
ulating to nationalism, and the
magnificent struggle of the
genuine Internationalists to
support the Russian Revol-
ution and bulld new, commun-
Ist parties.

James P. Cannon was one
of those internationalists
active in the USA. From the
start he opposed World War
I, and then fought to build the
Communist Party of the USA
in solidarity with the Russian
Revolution.

He was elected as a CPUSA
delegate to the Sixth Congress
of the Communist Internation-
al in Moscow in 1928. There he
read the critique of the draft
programme of the Communist
International written by

Trotsky in exile in Alma Ata.

TRUE

From then on Cannon broke
with the Stalinists and set
about the long battle to buiid
a Trotskyist Oppaosition.
“When | read Trotsky's
criticism of the draft pro-
gramme at the Sixth Congress
of the Comintern in 1928, |
was convinced at once — and
for good — that the theory of
‘Socialism in One Country’
was basically anti-revolution-
ary and that Trotsky and the
Russian Opposition repres-
ented the true programme of
the revolution — the original

Marxist programme. What
else could | do but support
them?"’

Cannon’s unswerving inter-
nationalism led him and the
American Trotskyists (the
Socialist Workers’ Party) to
declare World War 2 an
imperialist war. At issue was
not democracy . versus fasc-
ism, but how the plunder of
the worid's exploited peoples
should be divided up between
the hungry ruling class of
Germany and the older-estab-
lished great capitalist powers
of Britain and the USA.

As a result of their stand,
Cannon and seventeen other
comrades were jailed for sed-
ition at the famous Minneapol-
is trial. They were sentenced
on the very day the USA de-
clared war on Japan.

The CP{(USA) applauded the
government’s prosecution of
the SWP. After mid-1941, the
Stalinists  throughout the
world, true to the policy of
‘Socialism in One Country’,
devoted themselves to all-out
support for the imperialist
governments allied with the
USSR. In Britain, the Trotsky-
ists dubbed the CPGB, ‘His
Majesty’s Loyal Communist
Party'.

STIFLED

Ironically, the CP(USA)
was to suffer later, during the
Cold War period, under the
same legislation as was used
against the SWP. Then, how-
ever, the SWP gave them
support. Together with analys-
is of the war and the post-
war situation, this volume con-
tains the pamphlet ‘American

~ Stalinism and Anti-Stalinism’,

which formuiated the basis
of the SWP’s policy in that
respect.

World war |l is more diffi-
cult to understand than world
war |, It is not just the horrify-
ing death and Injury rates,
eqgualling all previous wars
added together, it is that the
voice expressing the genulne
interests of the world working
class was stifled. Qut of World
War i we had the clarion call
of the Russian Revoiution, and
its international repercuss-
ions.Out of World War Il we
had Stalin’s order to all CPs
to lay down arms and enter
‘progressive coalition govern-
ments’. In Yugosiavia and
China, the CPs at the head of
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DAVE SPENCER reviews
"The Struggle for Socialism
in the American Century”:
Writings and Speeches by
James P. Cannon, 1945-47.
[Pathfinder Press, 47 The
Cut, London SE1: £3.15].

mass armed rebellions went
beyond Stalin’s orders, but
they did not break from the
disorienting theory of ‘Soc-
ialism in One Country’.

The Trotskyists maintained
the internationalist position
against terrible odds. Time
and again in this book Cannon
pays tribute to Iindividuals
or whole groups who fell in
the cause. Those not killed
by the fascists were often shot
by the Stalinists, in France, in
Greece, ™ Vietnam, and in
China. Whole Trotskyist part-
ies were wiped out for keeping-
the-revolutionary line.

VICTOR

The SWP had a great re-
sponsibility at the end of the
war. It had been able, uniike
many other Trotskyist groups,
to pursue public activity and
maintain its organisation more
or less intact throughout the
War; indeed it had gained

many new members. At the
same time the SWP was based
in the home of the victor of
the war — American imper-
ialism.

In his first speech after
leaving jail — on May Day
1945 — Cannon reiterated the
optimistic Marxist view that
capitalism is doomed because
of its own contradictions,

“*Qut of the imperialist war
that lasted six years, the
people of the whole world
are the victims. And they are
the victims not of a mistake
of this or that statesman or
general and not of this or that
bad will of some maniac in
power. They are fundament-
ally the victims of the capital-
ist system, which is in its
death agony, and which is in-
capable of maintaining peace
or prosperity in the world
and cannot but continue to
plunge the world into one
holocaust after another until

‘the masters of the future take

Cannon [above]. Right: Minneap

defendants Albert Goldman, Oscar Coover,
V.R.Dunne and Harry De Boer in Minneapolis
SWP office before going to prison [Rose Smith

control of society and institute
a rational system'’.

The victor of the war was
American imperialism. Its
propagandists now talked of
the ‘American Century'’
ahead.

““What can they show, the

masters of the world, but
ruined cities, mounds of corps-
es, and millions of starving
people? That is the auspices
under which American imper-
ialism enters its day of glory
as the master of the world.
Look what we are standing on.
Blood and mud and death and
destruction and starvation and
oppression and despair which
they are chief architects of.
That is the credential they
bring befére mankind as warr-
ant of their right to rule the
world for one hundred years'’.

Cannon goes on to say that
American imperialism is not
invincible, it too was subject
to all the contradictions of
capitalism in its death agony.

S e

boad T
. ._-.' v { I{L‘

olis

at the piano].

P e T A A T A

The American working class
too had grown up Qquickly,
with 15 million workers organ-
ised in trade unions. With an
adequate leadership the
American working class could
take power. The SWP had to
build that leadership.

It is this optimistic perspect-
ive that Cannon put forward in
the 'Theses on the American
Revolution’ passed by the
SWP 1946 Convention.

In 1943 there were workers’
uprisings in Italy after the
toppling of Mussolini. In 1944
civil war broke out in Greece
and there was an uprising in
Paris. The USA itself saw a
huge strike wave in 1945-46,
with four times as many man-
days lost in strikes during 1946
as in the peak year of the pre-
war ClO strike wave, 1937.
There were two mass strike
waves in France — in May and
November 1947, involving
more workers than in 1936.

But capitalism survived.

The SWP majority had to
contend with pessimists al-
most paralysed by the
problems of the strengthening
of Stalinism, the strengthen-
ing of American imperialism,
and the pitifully weak forces of
Trotskyism. This tendency in
the SWP, represented by
Felix Morrow and Albert
Goldman, moved by 1946 to a
position of defeatist resignat-
ion in face of the post-war
world order, and argued that
socialists could do little more
than agitate energetically for
democracy. They called for
unity with the petty bourgeois
Shachtmanites (‘Workers
Party') who had split from the
SWP in 1940.

BROKEN

Much of this book concerns
the question of unity with the
WP, ‘‘a windbag's paradise'’,
as Cannon called it. (For this,
it is useful reading for supp-
orters of 'Socialist Challenge’)

The SWP majority did not
reject unity out of hand —
indeed, in early 1947 they

briefly concluded an agree-
ment for unit;, soon broken by
the WP — but Cannon stress-
ed throughout:

““When we Trotskyists make
unity with another group we
do it only on a rigidly principl-
ed basis and no other... For
us the program is decisive and
by program we mean the
whole program and not 50% of
it and 50% of its opposite’’.

Most of all Cannon insgisted
that to answer the question of
unity you had first to answer
the question: what party, and
what type of party, are we
trying to build? Morrow and
Goldman wanted to unite with
the WP as it was moving to the
right; they regarded themselv-
es less as SWP militants than
as WPers inside the SWP.
What the Shachtmanites want-
ed was the SWP as an arena.
Cannon stressed the proletar-
ianisation of the party to
pursue the revolutionary per-
spectives of the 1946 Theses.

STORM

With hindsight, Cannon’s
perspectives can be described
as over-optimistic (as could
Marx and Engelg' in 1850, or
Lenin and Trotsky's in 1917).
As perspectives for revolut-
ionary action, they necessar-
ily estimated the revolution-
ary possibilities at the maxi-
mum. They provided a basis
for building a party which
could change the perspect-
ives if events proved that
necessary.

The Shachtmanites, Morr-
ow, Goldman, and their co-
thinkers, used their pessimist-
ic perspectives to abandon
the fight altogether and thus
to move rapidly to the right.
Shachtman, Morrow, and
Goldman all ended up as cold
warriors.

As Cannon puts it:

““WWe have been listening to
this snivelling for three years
and we didn't say too much in
answer. It is a hard job, com-
rades, to build a revolution-
ary party. As a matter of fact,
it is the hardest job in the
world. The building of a revo-
lutionary party of the workers
on a mass scale is nothing less
than the unsolved problem of
humanity'". -

Later Cannon quotes Trot-
sky's teaching on the party:

‘'He said the party takes us
each of us, In our individual
weakness and helplessness,
and combines us with others in
the party, and thereby the tai-
ents of one are added to the
talents of others, hundreds of
thousands, and become a gig-
antic collective Intelligence
that can deal with every prob-
lem. Without the party in this
epoch we are nothing, but with
the party we are all and with
the party we can storm earth
and heaven’’.
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Last week we published an article from Lutte
Ouvriere on revolutionaries and the coming

French elections. This week: extracts from the
LCR’s reply, and our cqmments.

REPLYING to LO, the LCR
wrote:
‘That serious differ-
ences exist between the LCR
and LO on the attitude to have
in relation to the Union of the
‘Left is a fact which we have
never hidden.

The difference is not (as
Morand pretends to Lelieve,
foisting the PSU’s positions on
us) between ‘critical support’
for the Union of the Left (LCR)
and ‘resolute opposition’ (LO)!
Nor are they about the char-
acterisation of a Left govern-
ment: it would not be a work-
ers' government, but a bourg-
eols government, since it
would preserve bourgeois in-
stitutions and the capitalist
economy...

[The difference is that] We
think that it is politically
counter-productive to limit
oneself to repeating: ‘The Left
is no better than the Right...'

We should, on the contrary,
say [to reformist workers]
*...... Wwe are ready to
struggle  with you for
the SP ana the CP to break
all alliances with bourgeois
parties, to kick out Giscard,
to nationalise all the key sect-
ors without compensation, to
generalise workers’ control
over the economy, {to re-
cognise soldiers’ right to pol-
itical and trade union organ-
isation and kick out the re-
actionary officers. We as re-
volutionaries tell you openly
that this policy is the opposite
of the CP's and SP’s, and that
we have no confidence in them
to carry it through. But you,

@O

The LCR-OCT-CCA joint
slate" is organised diiferently
from — and better than —
the ‘Soclalist Unity’ election
front in Britain, which was set
up by the IMG, sister-group of
the LCR.

While ‘Soclalist Unity’ dis-
solves the different political
views of Its supporters Into a
general left-reformist blur, the
LCR-OCT-CCA slate allows
each organisation to put for-
ward Its own distinct politics.
Once the constituencies have
been divided up, each candid-
ate will be the candidate of a
particular organisation — the
LCR, the OCT,orthe CCA.

The common platform of the
joint slate is therefore of lim-
ited scope, but even so It is
more clearly revolutionary
than the platform of ‘Socialist
Unity’!

As long as LO and the LCR
are separate organisations,
though, LO undisputably has
the right to act separately at
election time _ or on any
other occasion — If it thinks
that more advantageous.

But LO tries te justify this
choice more ‘profoundly’ by
presenting the differences in

relation to the reformist Gart-

pEm—— |

125 as a contrast betwean the
weak-kneed peity bourgeois
opportunism of other groups
and Its own proletarian firm-
ness. It both exaggerates the
LCR’s opportunism and
adopts an exaggerately
schematic position itse’*.

A ‘Left’ government,
though no better than a gov-

the workers who trust them,
you belleve that you will be
able to push them into adopt-
ing this class policy. We say
to you: let us make the ex-
perience together’’...

[As to the passage from
LO’'s pamphlet] Morand re-
plies that the sentence is in
fact '‘ambiguous because |t
seems to say the same thing
as you'', and corrects It:
““We fight so that, if the work-
ing class sends its represent-
atives to government . . . "’

That is not serious. Capric-
iously adding a conjunction
has never been a substitute
for a re-affirmas¢ion or a self-
eriticism. Either Lutte Ouvr-
idre has changed since the
publication of that pamphlet.
Let it say so, then. That will
clarify the debate. Or in fact it
expresses itself differently in
its electoral campaigns,
talking to the workers, and
when it polemicises with the
far left...

We have said, and we re-
peat: we have just as many
differences, so far, with Lutte
Quvriére as with the OCT on
the attitude to have in relation
to the traditional organisat-
ions. The type of electoral
agreement which we propose
both allows each organisation
to set forth its programme,
and gW#wes the workers the
means to express their mis-
trust of the Union of the Left,.
The presence of one single
candidate per constituency, on
the basis of a political agree-
ment, is essential from this
point of view... , ;

ersiment of the Right, would
cerfainly be different because
of the working-class base of
the CP and SP. To deny this in
the name of combatting re-
formist illusions can only
nourish a different varlety of
reformist lllusions — syndical-
ist illusions that ‘all govern-
mentis are the same’ and only
day-to-day trade union strugg-
le is worthwhile.

As the LCR points out, LO
does not find formulas like
‘Left and Right are just the
same’ useful in the pamphliets
and posters designed for wide
distribution Iin the election
campaign. And LO does not
square the circle very well
with formulas like: ‘... |f
you want to send a Left major-
ity to Parliament, we, as re-
volutionaries, say to you: go
ahead’’ [Arlette Lagulller on
television, 4th January].

It remains a fact that the
LCR’s attitude to the CP and
the SP is opportunist and be-
coming more so. More and
more the LCR tends to say:
‘the only way forward for the
working class is a CP-SP
government which will break

with the houraanieia’

Certainly revolutionarie
can agitate for the reformist
parties to break with the
bourgeoisie on concrete
issuu:s. But it must be done
without formulas Ilike the
LCR’s, which inevitably nour-
ish Hllusions that Parllament-
ary action Is more Important
than direct action, and can
lead to soclalism.

' The steel
l swindle

TWO SETS of facts and fig-
ures which have just become

available neatly sum up the

situation which the working
class faces.

Registered unemploy-
ment is now 1,548,544, or
6.5% of the working popul-
ation — 67,722 higher than
December, and the highest
January figure since world
war 2. Neither the Govern-
ment nor the TUC proposes
to do anything abour this
situation in the foréseeable
future.

The British Steel Corpor-
ation has given the steel
workers’ unions an ultimat-

um: agree in principle to the

loss of 25,000 jobs, or BSC
will not go above its existing
offer of a 6% rise in wages.

With the current rate of
inflation at 12% that means
steel workers would take a
6% wage cut.

BSC wants to close the
so-called ‘high cost’ steel
plants which were listed in a
1975 report. It refuses to say
which plants, though East
Moors, Cardiff, and Ebbw
Vale, both in high-unemploy-
ment areas, are said to top

the list.

O O

The most important shop-
floor response so far to
BSC’s ultimatum has been
the mass meeting at which
8,000 Corby (Northampton-
shire) steelworkers pledged
their support for any industr-
ial action called by the steel

_union leaders.

At that meeting John Cow-
ley, executive member of the

Iron & Steel Trades Confed- .

eration, declared: ‘‘As far
as we are concerned, this
means clearing the decks
ready for a fight. It is not the
business of the national ex-
ecutive to negotiate closures
and sackings’'. He said, ac-
cording to the Morning Star,
‘“The workers in the individ-
ual plants will decide this. It
would be useless for us to
come back with a 10% offer
and announce closure in two
years .

He wasn’t kidding. Local
steel plants are negotiating
redundancies,

Une of the strongest
threats steel union leaders
have been uttering in private
(according to the Financial
Times) is to suspend their
agreement to local negot-
iations on early closures.

If the leaders of the ISTC
and other steel unions re-
spond to the declared will-
ingness to fight of the Corby
(and other) steelworkers,
they will be going against
their own grain, and much

against their record, which is

one of conniving against the
interests of their own mem-
bers with old (private cap-
italist) and new (state cap-
italist) ‘management’ alike.
In the House of Commons
the Tories growl at the fact
that over £500 million a year,
or £1 million a day, goes to
subsidise BSC, a nationalis-

ed industry (with payments
to former owners as a mill-
stone round its neck) which
the Tories profess to consid-
‘er ‘socialist’.

This is the dialogue.

Mr lan Gow (Con., Fast-

bourne): ‘‘It is scandalous
that the steel industry should
be losing £520 million a year
and that the action which
needs to be taken is being
deferred because so many
steel mills are in Labour maj-
ority seats’’.

Mr Callaghan (prime min-
ister) responded sharply to
the Tories. ‘“What is inter-
esting — and it should be pyt
down to BSC’s credit — 1s
that, according to figures I
have been given, the loss per
tonne by BSC is lower than
the loss per tonne in some of
these other countries
(France, Italy, Belgium, and
the USA)... That seems to
me to be important because
it does show that in the midst
of world depression it is not
inefficiency on the part of
BSC.which has led to these
figures’’.

Up jumps Ron Thomas
(Lab., Bristol NW) to urge
that attention be paid to the
massive sums provided for
private industry by the gov-
ernment, which he estimated
at £11 million per day. With-
out such money the capitalist
system in Britain would have
collapsed long ago. That was
meant to even the score and
stand up for ‘socialist steel’.

But Mr Callaghan remind-
ed him that there was ‘pretty
general acceptance’ that a
‘mixed economy’ demanded
public support for private
industry.

)-C)

Not a script for the Goon
Show — political life under a
Labour Government concern-

ing a nationalised industry

where ‘management’ has
given the workers an ultimat-
um to agree immediately to
the loss of 25,000 jobs or take
a wage cut. The figures
might be a nightmare vers-
ion of the game ‘Monopoly’:
““Lose 25,000 jobs to gain a
wage cut of less than 6%"’,

It is the nightmare of cap-
italist chaos and disruption.

In fact nationalised steel
is no more socialist than any
other industry in capitalist
Britain. And the Labour Gov-
ernment which is running
this system for the bosses is
not a socialist, nor a working
class, government.

At all levels of the official
labour movement — from
Callaghan’s Cabinet to the

" TUC to the steel union lead-

ership — it has been made
ciear beyond contradiction
that the leaders will not de-
fend the interests of the
working class. The rank and
file needs to organise to de-
ferid our interests.

The only way to stop the
dole queues getting longer
— in steel and throughout in-
dustry generally — is to div-
ide existing jobs without loss

of pay.

Photo Minda

AS PART of a2 major arive to
establish a presence In West
London, twenty National Front
members turned out In King
Street market, Hammersmith,
for a mass paper sale on Sat-
urday 21st.

Toting a couple of spiked
union jack flags and heavily
protected by police, they treat-
ed local residents to a combin-
ation of verbal and physical
violencs.

For two hours they chanted
racist, anti-communist and
anti-semitic obscenities. Twice
they attacked passers-by whe

took exception to their propa-

ganda. A woman was assault-
ed with a walking stick by one
fascist , who afterwards ex-
plained to reporters that he
was an ex-Mosleyite who had
Joined the NF because he
‘wanted some action’; and a
young man pushing his baby
in a pram was roughed up by
a number of Fronters before
the police dragged him off
and warned him not to ‘cause
trouble’. [He had torn up a
handful of fascist leaflets].

The police did make one
arrest: a member of the Soc-
lalist Workers’ Party was
charged with a breach of the
peace for speaking through a
loud-hailler. About 50 anti-
fascists had arrived to oppose
the Front, from a local anti-
racist group, SWP and IMG
as well as Workers’ Action,
but throughout the morning
they were efiectively contain-
ed by the police.

Lack of coordination as well -
as the poor turn-out prevented
anything but the feeblest form
of protest. In future a far
more serious mobllisation
will be needed to drive off

the fascists.

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY. De-
monstration against Racialism and
Fascism, for Workers’ Unity and
Socialism, called by Manchester
District Labour Party. Assemble
12.30, Crowcroft Park, Stockport
Road, Levenshulme. Speakers to
include Nick Bradley, Gerald Kauf-
man MP and Frank Hatton MP.

WEDNESDAY 8 FEBRU-
ARY. Workers Action pub-
lic meeting: lan Holling-
worth on 'Marxism and
Terrorism’. 8pm, ’Roe-"
buck’,K 1868a Toitenham
Court Rd, London Wc1.

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY. Anti-
Apartheid Emergency Action Con-
ference. 10am, Friends Meeting
House, Euston Road, London NW1.
Open to delegates from all organis-
ations supporting the aims of the
AAM. Further details: AAM,
89 Charlotte St, London WIP 2DQ.

SATURDAY 4 MARCH, Liaison
Com mittee for the Defence of Trade
Unions conference. Credentials for
trade union delegdtes 75p from
j.Hiles, 137 Wanstead Park Road,
liford, Essex.
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" the damage. He ws

BRITISH SHIPBUILDERS
brought out the big stick again
last week — this time against
the bollermakers at Swan
Hunter, Tyneside.

The shipbuilding bosses an-
nounced on Friday 20th that
the Swan Hunter yard will
lose the remaining four of its
seven-ship share of a Polish
contract for 24 vessels. They
threatened 800 redundancies.

The reason, they said, was
the bmlermakera decision on
6th January to end certain
‘flexibility’ agreements ' and
revert to ‘'one man, one job’.

More and more it is clear
that British
threats have nothing to do
with getting the work on the
Polish order done properly,
and everything to do with
smashing any departure from
complete servility among the
shipyard workers.

The four ships have been re-
allocated, three to the Govan
yard in Glasgow and one to
Smiths Dock in Teesside. Yet
Govan is not even in a position
to start work on the ships! It
Is still completing four larger
vessels on an Arab order. If
anything the shift will make
the Polish order slower, not
quicker, to complete.

The blackmail started be-
fore Christmas. Then the boss-
es said the yard would lose

Journalists

FACED with a ‘first and final
offer’ of 92p a week for their
lowest grade, 110 journalists at
the magazine and book publishing
company of Marshall-Cavendish
struck on Friday 20th.

The union’s claim, for £1,000 a
year increase across the board,
plus automatic compensation for
inflation at the rate of £1 a week
for each percentage rise in the
Retail Price Index, met with blan-

HELP

BOSSES
KICK OU
STEWAR

COMMUNIST Party ieaders of the
Joint Works Committee have
halped management to kick out
three shop stewards in the Ford
Ddgenham Body Plant.

Against Tommy Bermingham it
was charged that he had ‘sabot-
aged a Fiesta underbudy and urin-
ated in an airduct’. Five witness-
es stated that Bermingham had
been nowhere near the sc:1e of
5 still sacked.
Another worker sald that ke had
oeen responsinie for the damage.
He was sacked too!

The second sacked worker is
a member of the Commu - st
Party. But CPers canny Conriors
and Sid Harraway, leading mem-
bers of the Joint Works com-
mittee, made no effort to fight the

Shipbuilders'-

all seven ships because of an

overtime ban by the out-
fitters. There would be 700
redundancies. That this was

in no way a matter of getting.

the work done properly was
shown by the fact that the out-
fitters were notdue to work
on the Polish order for another
five months yet!

The outfitters accepted an
increase recommended by the
Central Arbitration Council
and ended the overtime ban.
The bosses said the Swan
Hunter yard could have four
ships after all (not the other
three, though the outfitters’
overtime ban had not meant
one minute's delay to the
Polish order). Now they are
browbeating the boilermakers.

The bmlarmakers say that
when the “outfitters get a

ket rejection from the first negot-
iating session in October last year.

The company has consistently
tired to obscure the issue by
‘offering’ as part of the settle-
ment for this year a payment of
£500 — which was due to the
chapel anyway under a break
clause in the 1976-7 agreement!
On top of that the highly profit-
able firm could only find between
£5 and £250 a year for 1978.

sackings. When the majority of
the workers in Bermingham's
department struck, the Joint
Works Committee called them to a
meeting and Connors ~ recom-
mended a return to work.

Dave Wray was then threaten-
ed with sacking for calling a shop
meeting to discuss Bermingham's
sacking. And the company
announced they would not recog-
nise Mick Hurd, elected as a shop
steward betore Christmas.

T&G and AUEW officials, with
Harraway's backing, persuaded
the warkers to agree to Wray and
Hurd losing their stewards' cred-
entiats, .. . Cuo Wrday would
keep his jou

't seems that Ford manage-
ment and the CP union leadership

i<ielo

SHIPYARDS

further 10% increase, due

soon, they will then be getting.

more than the boilermakers.
That means the boilermakers
will be gaining nothing in
extra pay for their 'flexibility’
agreements. So they do not
see why they should carry on
working those agreements.

The worst blackmail of all
is that British Shipbuilders are
saying that for them normal
workind is not enough. Only
if the shipyard workers allow
themselves to be exploited
over the odds — by overtime
working or by special flexibil-
ity agreements — will they be
satisfied.

And this is in an industry,
and in areas, where there is
specially high unemployment;
in an industry where the

strike after 92p offer

-From the middle of tast Nov-
ember the chapel had been impos-
ing sanctions and staging light-
ning walk-outs, for which they had
official sanction from the NUJ
Executive.

Last week management made a
concession: sticking to their orig-
inal offer, they suggested more
money might be available if the
chapel were to 'sell back’ half a

<

The lay-offs battle last year

are trying to get their own back on
militants in Dagenham for the
struggle over lay-off pay last year.

& ey

Meanwhile 1,000 press shop
workers at Ford Halewood will
meet again on Tuesday 9th Jan-
uary to discuss their strike, which
started on 9th January.

The strike is in pursuit of de-
mands for new work schedules.
The workers want to be able to
change |obs every hour; Fords will
only concede changes every four
hours,

The Halewood factory has been
closed sinte 11th January, with
8.000 workers laid off.

N AC

Clydeside workers had to
seize their yard, six years ago,
to try to save their jobs.
One of the leaders of that
Clyde ‘work-in’, Jimmy Airlie,
is now convenor at Govan,; but
this Communist Party stalwart
has turned his back on the
fight to save shipyard jobs.
He has already persuaded
Govan workers to accept one
ship transferred from Swan
Hunter, and he has said no-
thing about refusing the newly
transferred three.

Yet a fighting unity of all
shipyard workers is possible:
to block all redundancies, to
refuse tfo sign the degrading
‘full  cooperation’ pledges
which British Shipbuilders are
demanding as a condition for
allocating ships from the Pol-
ish order to each yard, and to
impose workers' control on
this nationalised industry now
being run on purely capltahst
lines.

Shipyard workers flghtmg
yard by yard will always, in
the end, be defeated, in the
conditions of a deciinmg in-
dustry. Shipyard workers unit-
ed across the industry, and
showing the courage and re-
fusal to be cowed of the Swan
Hunter men, would have ‘the
power to Iimpose their de-

mands.
RAY SAUNDERS

day's work a week — a reduction
in hours the union had won the
previous year. Faced with this
insulting offer, the members de-
cided on immediate all-out action.
Their dispute is official, and print-
union cooperation is beml sought.

The company are obviously pre-
pared for the battle, so the
chapel looks like having a difficult
struggle ahead of them. But with
hard work they should be able to
bring home to other workers in
Fuﬁhshmg the importance of their
ight

Many other chapels are in the
process ot negotiating their 1978
agreements now. While a number
have aiready won increases as
high as 20%-plus (mostly under a
heavy veil of secrecy), others are
being confronted with offers well
below 10%.

While the Marshall-Cavendish
chapel, in openly striking for their

claim, will no doubt be attracting-

the attention of the Phase 3 watch-
dogs of the Department of Em-
ployment, their example could
help spark off a rash of other
disputes in the industry.

JAMES RYAN

HOMES BUILT
ON KILLER

CPSA:
a

struggle
or just
sabre-
rattling ?

LAST WEEK the Civil Service
Executive Committee of the civil
servants’ union CPSA decided on
its pay claim for April 1978. They
came up: consolidation of the
stage 1 and staga 2 increases, a
‘new money’ increase of be-
tween 14 and 24% [£6 to £12], and
an underpinning mlmmum in-
crease of £6.

The claim had been prepared
by the full-time officials, after the
Left on the CSEC had been de-
feated on its proposal for a pay
claim of £25 across the board.

A 30-page document sets out
the details of how the claim was
made up. It estimates the claim
will meet cost of living increases
until April 1978, assuming that
the government’s figures and ex-
pectations are correct. There is
nothing about price rises from
April 1978 to 1979, and how we
shouid mest those!

But the biggest problem about
the claim 4s: what fight will there

be for it? Unlon leaders Ken

Thnm%s and Kate Losinska are
playing a two-faced game. On
the one hand they do not in-
tend to mobilise to break the 10%
limit. The bitter struggie of the
firemen confirmed their dislike
of such mobilisations. On the
other hand they hope that a bit of
sabre rattling will ‘persuade’ the
Government not to penalise the
civil service workers, and thus to
pay out a full 10% rise.

Militants in the CPSA will have
to fight to make the battle for the
official claim a reality.

5.U.

ASBESTOS DUMP

DEADLY 'blue’ asbestos has been
confirmed on a Barking, East
London, council estate.

The discovery was made last

September, but it took until last
week for official tests to ‘confirm’
the presence of this killer mater-
ial in the gardens of over 20
houses.

The estate was built close to the
site of an old Cape Asbestos fact-
ara.Q ﬂnd the fnr’rnr}r mlmﬂ' aban-

r e e

doned in 1956.

Since the factory was built in
1913, Cape Asbestos had been
well known locally for the very
high number of deaths from canc-
er and asbestosis. Very few fam-
ilies of workers who worked at,
or lived near, the old factory, es-
caped the blue killer. Ventilation
fans blew the dust over houses,
and it circulated freely-inside the
factory.

Now it is back again. Invesng
ations have found the blue asbest-

0S in a local field often used by
children. The council has |ssued
instructions not to eat home-
grown vegetables and to forbid
children to play in the gardens.

The slow investigations must be
followed up by immediate Counc-
il action to remove this killer. And
the cost must be borne by Cape
Asbestos. Action must be taken
very soon, and especially before
summer, when dry dusty weather
wili release hjue asbestos fibres
into the air.

And the issue cannot be closed
without a full enquiry into how the

-council came to start building on

this land without first dealing with
the ashestos danger. |
STEPHEN CORBISHLEY
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